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indifference. Her gallantry was scandalous in an
age of incredible licence. She indulged her love of
eating and drinking till her size became so enormous
that she could scarcely squeeze through an ordinary
doorway. Her taste for music and painting, her
extensive use of perfumes seem to show that all her
senses imperiously demanded the satisfaction which
they largely received.

A disposition not averse to vice had received a
detestable education, and she disliked the marriage
imposed upon her; it is not therefore surprising that
a union which proved both loveless and childless was
a curse to bride and bridegroom. The life and
character of Henry of Navarre might have been
different had he, before his moral sense was blunted
by vice, been brought under the influence of a woman
he both loved and respected. His subsequent rela-
tions with his mistresses showed that his affections,
if not his senses, were capable of constancy.

The marriage contract was signed on April u,
1572. Charles IX. insisted that the wedding should
take place in Paris, in order that he might exhibit to
the world in the chief city of his kingdom this proof
and pledge of his determined love of civil peace.

The ceremony itself had been one of the questions
most debated. Jane would not allow her son to
countenance by his presence the idolatry of the Mass,
It was finally arranged that Henry's uncle the
Cardinal of Bourbon should give the nuptial bene-
diction at the door of the Cathedral and then lead
the pair to the high altar, but that as soon as the
celebration of Mass began, the Prince of B6arn should